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Monthly News from the George H. Cook 
Campus - April 2024 

Ag Field Day at Rutgers Day, April 27 

Welcome Back! 

Reconnect and engage with Executive Dean Laura Lawson, SEBS 
professors and fellow alumni to receive updates on the school and 
the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station. Join us for exciting 
giveaway items and a chance to win a 50-quart Bison cooler in our 

raffle. 

Our space next to Martin Hall will serve as a designated gathering 
spot for alumni to reconnect and reminisce. Classes marking 

milestone anniversaries (ending in “4” and “9”) are invited to meet 
here for a reunion. Capture memorable moments with your 

classmates before continuing your exploration of Ag Field Day at 
Rutgers Day! Scheduled meet-up times will help facilitate the 

gathering of alumni for each class: classes 54, 59, 64, 69 

https://view.communication.rutgers.edu/?qs=c99e3f13dff9b43502dafb95f140413223cf75f83af2979fbf32654b64fc33bf57ca4412f02a5492f31b3f84199ee46be05f8d793ba386f405f6dab2451cf6703fe996e86944dded06748abfbd69edc0
https://click.communication.rutgers.edu/?qs=4c09a7a00e31e1734131301d03359cee07340ac0a5f68be91634e5c8ac65a8eff558f128c1bdb42122374194edfdd638214716d8e4d298cf48ea082699db65ec
https://click.communication.rutgers.edu/?qs=4c09a7a00e31e1734131301d03359cee07340ac0a5f68be91634e5c8ac65a8eff558f128c1bdb42122374194edfdd638214716d8e4d298cf48ea082699db65ec


(10:30am)/ classes 74, 79 (11:30am)/ classes 84, 89 (12:30pm)/ 
classes 94, 99 (1:30pm)/ classes 04, 09 (2:30pm)/ classes 14, 19 

(3:30pm). 

Cook/Douglass Campus Program Listing 

Jeffrey Bluestone (CC’74), immunology pioneer whose work has 
led to new treatments for diseases, is being inducted into Rutgers 
Hall of Distinguished Alumni on April 25. 

https://newbrunswick.rutgers.edu/rutgers-day/programs-by-campus/cook-douglass
https://click.communication.rutgers.edu/?qs=6a83cbeb32c42f5efe5fd3afb35afbb2ce23b1c3255b7c60b751c4ca328120c63e2bfe38e69c28dd55f1b0bd1773e330551ad391e903cf7ecd2c7962fa96e145
https://click.communication.rutgers.edu/?qs=6a83cbeb32c42f5efe5fd3afb35afbb2ce23b1c3255b7c60b751c4ca328120c63e2bfe38e69c28dd55f1b0bd1773e330551ad391e903cf7ecd2c7962fa96e145
https://rutgersfoundation.org/news/pioneer-immunology


Mamadou Ndiaye (SEBS’19) has become an internet 
sensation with his short science videos garnering over 1 billion 
likes. 

Department Spotlight: Biochemistry and 
Microbiology 

Calling all Biochemistry and Microbiology alumni! Help support 
students majoring in Biochemistry, as they engage in summer 
research with a faculty mentor. The Dr. Peter Kahn Endowed 
Scholarship was created for this purpose in recognition of Dr. 
Kahn’s distinguished service at Rutgers University. 

Calendar 

https://click.communication.rutgers.edu/?qs=6a83cbeb32c42f5e317015fc6d5baa6f1ee7c2a9307f55ab6140036e03df1740e370dfc65be91f6a0b26401901b03be5dcee146ab589d2264567cfc920896081
https://click.communication.rutgers.edu/?qs=6a83cbeb32c42f5e317015fc6d5baa6f1ee7c2a9307f55ab6140036e03df1740e370dfc65be91f6a0b26401901b03be5dcee146ab589d2264567cfc920896081
https://sebsnjaesnews.rutgers.edu/2024/04/alumni-feature-tiktok-zoologist-mamadou-ndiaye-sebs19/
https://sebsnjaesnews.rutgers.edu/2024/04/alumni-feature-tiktok-zoologist-mamadou-ndiaye-sebs19/
https://give.rutgersfoundation.org/dr-peter-kahn/22289.html
https://give.rutgersfoundation.org/dr-peter-kahn/22289.html


The Earth Day Every Day program from Rutgers Environmental 
Stewards offers a variety of nature-based webinars covering such 
topics as fire’s role in the ecosystem, offshore wind energy, soil 
management, and humpback whales. The program runs from April 
15 to June 3. 

The SEBS Food System Science Team, including 5 
undergraduates, will present a seminar on STEM learning through 
storytelling at the George Washington University Planet Forward 
Summit on Friday, April 19 at 10:30am in Washington D.C. 

The 2024 Spring Career & Internship Fair on Friday, April 26 is 
open to alumni. 

The 2024 Run for the Woods will be held on May 4. The 5K race 
takes place at the Rutgers Ecological Preserve in Kilmer Woods. 
Proceeds benefit restoration projects at the EcoPreserve. RSVP by 
April 26. 

The Rutgers University 2024 Alumni Reunion for classes of 1974 
(50th Anniversary), 1969, 1964, 1959, 1954 and 1949 is Friday, 
September 27. 

Reminder: The Personal Bioblitz runs until May 15. There is still 
time to make your mark on the project. 

Cook Community Alumni Association 
(CCAA) 

https://envirostewards.rutgers.edu/earth-day-every-day/
https://www.planetforwardsummit.org/workshops
https://www.planetforwardsummit.org/workshops
https://careers.rutgers.edu/career-fairs
https://runsignup.com/ruep_runforthewoods
https://rutgersfoundation.org/event/2024-alumni-reunion
https://herbarium.rutgers.edu/personal-bioblitz/spring-2024.html


The Cook Community Alumni Association Distinguished Alumni 
Awards ceremony will take place on Sunday, April 28 at Neilson 
Dining Hall. 

Volunteer to assist the CCAA with their Ag Field Day station at 
Rutgers Day on April 27! If you are interested in helping, please 
contact cookalumni@gmail.com. This is a great opportunity to 
reconnect with fellow alumni. 

Save the Date! The great annual tradition known as the Cook 
Community Alumni Association Fish Fry will be held at Rutgers 
Gardens on Saturday, July 13. 

https://click.communication.rutgers.edu/?qs=6a83cbeb32c42f5eb08d5fdf39e601f6b58c3e5a8edb5cd4ed01a532a26ddc28c180fac7596ea15e73ae7135781cfc4a402f96193b010b7128e980e5b9b5ada7
https://click.communication.rutgers.edu/?qs=6a83cbeb32c42f5eb08d5fdf39e601f6b58c3e5a8edb5cd4ed01a532a26ddc28c180fac7596ea15e73ae7135781cfc4a402f96193b010b7128e980e5b9b5ada7
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/swvz8b7/lp/958d4323-9adc-4396-8ba4-82cc1d8b78ec
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/swvz8b7/lp/958d4323-9adc-4396-8ba4-82cc1d8b78ec
mailto:cookalumni@gmail.com


Other Items of Interest 

With spring in the air and Mother’s Day fast approaching, consider 
the gift of a Budding Bed at Rutgers Gardens. The bed will be 
marked by a plaque acknowledging you and your honoree; and 
proceeds will support Rutgers Gardens. 

George Hamilton (GSNB’85), extension specialist in pest 
management with Rutgers Cooperative Extension, discusses 
the cicada emergence this year and whether or not it will impact 
New Jersey. 

Richard “Doc” Hurley (GSNB’83) has helped Rutgers be at the 
forefront of developing world-renowned turfgrass breeds. You can 
see the fruits of that work at Augusta National Golf Club, home of 
the Masters Tournament. 

https://web.cvent.com/event/88d17c3f-45e4-453f-a04d-c87023610fb8/summary
https://nj1015.com/cicada-invasion-to-suffocate-much-of-u-s-is-nj-safe/
https://rutgersfoundation.org/news/they-call-him-doc-hurley


Convocation 2024 

We will celebrate the graduating class of 2024 at our 
annual Convocation near Passion Puddle on Monday, May 13. 

We are aware of students who cannot afford the regalia to fully 
participate in the ceremony. As this is such an important moment in 
every student’s life, we would appreciate regalia donations from 
alumni. If you have a hood, robe, or hat from your time at SEBS 
that you no longer use, your contribution would mean a great deal. 
Your generosity will help make this year's Convocation a 
memorable and inclusive occasion for all our students. If you are 
interested in donating your regalia, please contact Brian McGonigle 
in the Office of Development and Alumni Engagement. 

Contact 

Please direct inquiries to Brian McGonigle, SEBS and NJAES 
Manager of Alumni and Community Engagement, 
at brian.mcgonigle@rutgers.edu or 848-932-4215. 
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